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I am writing to share some exciting news about the future of NDC. In
recognition of our fifty-four years of accomplishment as the nation's leader in
community development and the new opportunities ahead, we are changing
our name to Grow America.

 

I cannot think of a more fitting way to recognize the journey we have been on,
one we started when we planted our roots in the struggles of the 1960’s. The
impetus for our formation was the unwavering belief that communities can grow
and prosper if they are given a say in the process and the right resources—
both financial and advisory—and are committed to the process.

 

This approach, which provided a community voice and hope for the future,
differed greatly from the disastrous post-war federal Urban Renewal programs.
We were first exposed to this new idea of community building while studying
and participating in Senator Robert Kennedy’s work in the Bedford Stuyvesant
neighborhood of Brooklyn, the ground zero for community development in
America. Out of that work came the idea of creating a national nonprofit
focused on helping communities rebuild and prosper, and in 1969, NDC was
formed. Since then, with the help of others, we have defined our now mature
industry, trained over 85,000 community development professionals; created
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innovative federal, state and local programs; helped to build affordable
housing, create jobs, invest in socially responsible infrastructure, and revitalize
communities across the country.

 

In the early days, it was not easy. We had to overcome many challenges,
including limited resources, shifting political landscapes, and a lack of
awareness about the importance of community development. But along with
others who entered our field, we persevered and we were able to make a
tangible difference in the lives of millions of people.

 

Today, we are stronger and more determined to achieve sustainable and
lasting change. We are able to access more resources, partners, and both
public and private support. We are also clearer and more focused on our
mission of building strong, vibrant equitable communities.

 

Our name, Grow America, better reflects who we are and what we do. Grow
America helps us articulate a bold but achievable vision for the future of our
organization and our field.

 

I am excited to share this news with you, and I am grateful for your continued
support of our organization.

 

I look forward to working with you in the years to come.

 

Sincerely,

 

Daniel Marsh III

President and CEO of Grow America

 

https://growamerica.org/
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Learn more at growamerica.org
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