
NNMF’S MISSION IS TO PUT ‘PAYCHECKS’ IN THE POCKETS OF LOW-INCOME FAMILIES BY

INVESTING IN MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 

NNMF: EIGHT NMTC ALLOCATIONS ($427M) - 34 INVESTMENTS 6,000 DIRECT JOBS



 The 73,000 sf facility in Osceola, AR

 Patented plasma equipment allows for 
efficient separation and a high recovery 
rate of precious metals (98%) and rare 
earth metals, while destroying 
hazardous components. 

 Recycles 7,000 tons of e-scrap per year

 The facility annually recaptures: 

1,610 tons of copper, 

4 tons of silver 

1 ton of gold and 

½ ton of palladium 

 NCDF QLICI of the Year Award 10/15

 Recycling metals requires 10% of the 
energy used for mining metals

WHY DOES BlueOak
MATTER?



• 2017 Global e-waste (cell phones, computers, TVs, 
circuit boards)  65M tons 2017 

• US Cell Phone Disposal: 350,000 daily; 127M 
annual

• 2017 US E-Waste:10M tons; 80% dumped in 
landfills.  

• 20% of E-Waste  developing countries, harmful 
to the environment and human health.

• Only five facilities globally can extract metals –
none specialize in e-waste, none in US. 
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Blue Oak Saves 1,000,000 tons of gold ore mining, this ore 
equals the 1 ton of gold captured at BlueOak annually



• BlueOak high 
efficiency Plasma 
furnace operates at 
extremely high 
temperatures, 
reducing emissions 

• Re-designed 
furnace and further 
reduces air 
emissions

• Powerful dust 
collectors and 
special filters 
collect particulate 
emissions
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Date of Closing March 2014

NNMF:                          $15M
HRF:                  $15M
Total Allocation:            $30M $8.4M Net Equity

Leverage Loan: $21M
Owner Equity: $4.9M
Total Cost: $34.3M

 BlueOak Resources (parent firm of BlueOak Arkansas) 
was founded in Silicon Valley by Bryce Goodman and 
Priv Bradoo in 2011 after winning the Harvard 
Business School New Venture Award 

 BlueOak Resources: initial $7.5M from Kleiner Perkins, 
Terawatt Ventures and other venture firms. 

 Leverage loan and Owner Equity (BlueOak Project):
- BlueOak Resources 
- Arkansas Teachers Retirement System
- SMS-Siemag
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Osceola, Arkansas

Poverty rate: 44.3%

Unemployment: 12.7%

Jobs:  75 upon stabilization

Oseola hit a major economic 
downturn in the early 2000’s, 
2,000 job losses due to 
closures:

• Fruit of the Loom-textile

• Eck Adams-furniture

• Siegel-Robert Inc.-
automotive 

• Southwire



• Quality Jobs: 75 jobs all above 
living wage (full benefits -
health, dental, & vision 
($12,500 value per employee).  
Average wage of $32,000 for 
production line jobs, 78% above 
Living Wage

• Catalytic Impacts: Affiliate of 
BlueOak will co-locate and 
invest $11.5M in new furnace 
an employ 25. Ohio e-waste 
supplier has located nearby and 
has invested $1M to date in 
nearby vacant factory; 30 acres 
owned by BlueOak, only using 5 
now.

• Announcements Upcoming

• Paradigm Change Potential
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